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SERMON,

P St e et

7 Comomiaxs, virn, 2-Fur ye keow the graoe of cur Tord Jesus
Ohviat, thaz, though he was riok, yet for rour mskes Xe became
Foer. tuat ye, tirough his povarty might be rich.

[ suppose T am ouly giving uiterance to an acknow-
ledged traism when I say that, whether you build a house
for the shelter of your head, or for the worship of your
God, you alike need funds,

I &lso presume that you alike know that I am to ask
you this evening to contiibute something towards the
latter object. ,

This 1 sheuld not have done {I should not have been
here to de) weve it not that I was so pressed by your
ninister to undertake the duty, that 1 could not well or
becomingly refuse. He thought that as I had been, in
}')eam now long past, connected with the Church at the

ort, my presching on this occasion would be fit and
becoming.

1 at first objected ; I thought, that no person can so
effectually advocate the claims he may have to muke on
the purses of his congregation as the man who miuisters
to them particularly if” the man has, by painstaking and
a faithful discharge of his duty, rendered -himseil ‘accept-
able and dear to the peopie to whom he ministers, and
this is, I believe, the case with you and vour minister,

You will admit then, that no appeal {rom 8 stranger
ithough 1 am not exactly one), or from any other person,
can come with half ihe force that it can from him whose
#xertions to increase vour accommodation have not been
ronfined to the pulpit onfy, but have come under your
notice in a hundred different ways, and have besn
acknowledged and appreciated by you.
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Your contributions this evening, then, | shall usk for
his sake as well as on his account, and I shall say very
little more on the subject, for I have one of a higher
order to ask your attention to.

Not that I mean to say that it is not {at times) the duty
of the tier 1o exhort his Learers to Eberality in the
cause ot God, in the duilding of his houses or in whatever
way tends to the promedicn of his glorv; nor would
eloquance (if I had it) be unworxhiir employed on such
2 sn%led, but the force of my appeal lies In the affection
you bear your minister, and in the dus appreciation you
entertain of his services, :

But am I to conclude that you are wanting in either
should the collection this evening be smeil # No, not so :
T do not believe that that would be a faiy criterion for the
people any more than for the preacher, for 1 have some-
times known parsons who have come to hear s chari
sermon-—one after which a coliection was 10 be made~—
with o fixed determination only to givea certain sum. [
sincerely hope that that habit has not found its way bere,
but that a larger sum than was at first, s:rhtps. intended,
m{hﬁnd its way to the collector’s han

i# I am sure of, and this I thik you will agree with
me in, thet when another December comes round, should
you be spared to see it, you will not then be sorry that
¥ou were now hiberal.  Sure I am that you will not *ia
the hour of death and in the day of j >

One other thought would press itself on my memory
when penning these remarks. I could not but think of
kim* who opeued the fliet church that stood upon this
spot. He has not been spared as I have been-~his only
fellow-laborer then—to see that building give place to one
more commodious and a iate.

Had it been so ordained, in the good providence of God,
some who now hear me know how his heart, so gentle
and so generous, would have rejoiced: for some here
know that, heavy a3 were his. doties, he would on every
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atternate sabbath give between his morning and evening'
services in Adelaide a service in this place, where, before
the wooden church was erected, a store was cur temple,
end a woolpack not unfrequently our pulpit.

These recollections are not ail sorrowil, thank God,
for we sorrow not as those who have no hope; and
while we wourny his loss, or ours rather, we know that
others have entered vy his Jabors, and that the csuse of
our church and itz Ged hus made good progress in the
iand, Since then the gracs of our Lord Jesus Christ has
been proclaimed from many 2 pulpit connected with our
church, and the love of God, I trust, shed abroad through
the Holy Ghost in many a heart, and that grace 1 would
now, after this lengthened preface, bring, as best I am
eble, under your consideration.

“F3r ye know tha jrnce of var Lord Josas Clirist, that Shough be
was rioh, yel fiw your salics he became poor, that ye through bis
poserty might bo ricll”

To the man who uses even a littie thought and reflection
there is nted i {hese lines a wonder surpassing all
of which he could have Lad any conception before
exercising such veflection. Full and firm and decided
should be ecur couviction that the book that relates it
amanates from the source of truth—that it is indeed the
word of God—in order to ba assured that we are not the
victims of imposture in giving heed vo such a declaration.-
But, blessed be God, to this conviction every man may
attain it he will, and great as is the wonder, it is no less
true, ; :

But it is not on2 wonder, 'Uis & series of wonders of
which those who here know most, know next to nothing,
but in the knowledge of which they shall grow during the
countiess ages of eternity, without ceasing to be filled
with profoundest admiration. : |

Here we can know but in part—know but livtle—but
he who bas been made to know even that little—
who has tasted of the grace would pot unknow it for all
the knowledge this world could vanfer, yes, would not part
with it for all the glory, weaith, and pewer the universe
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contains. No, for he knows that thereby he would dbe
but exchanging joy for sorvow, light for darkness, heaven
for earth. Why so? Well, just look &t this wonder ;
do, consider it. What is it7 That he who was rick
becawme poor, ie. that God became man—the Creator, the
creature—and this, in order that man from beix:f

might become rick. But whst poverty ! and what riches !

A poverty to be entercd oo at the gate of death, and
to be endured in the realms of darkness as long as the
lake of fire and boimstone burneth! To know this ex-
changed for riches which should endure as long as the
thyone and the glory of Jehovah !

Blessed knowledge ! though here but in part; and, ok,
how small that part—but never to be lost, never to be
done away with, tili that which is perfect shall come,

There are three things which chiefly strike us in the
passage which I have selected for a text, which I shall
notice as briefly as 1 can; and to which I juvite your
serious consideration—

I. The dignity of Jesus before his incarnation,

IL. The poverty into which ke veluntarily de-
scended.

ITI. The object he had in view in his self-humiliation,

So many mirrors, as it were, uniting their rays in one
common and casting their concentrated light on
this one already brilliant spot—*The grace of our Lord
Jesus Christ.”” May his spivit guide us to the truth, and
bless it to our sculs! Amen.

I, It is diffcult to avoid * darkening counsel by words
without kaowledge” while speaking of the d&nity of
Jesus before he took our nature upon him. We know
that Jehovah, God the Father, possessed none which He
did pot possess. In majesty and glory He was his
co-equal snd co-eternal. In his intercessory : tm
{John xvui.) he says: “ And now, O Father, gl
me with thine own self, with the glory which I Aad with
thee before the world was.”” Were he else, than, as saith
A }xophet. “ Jehovah's fellow ;" this language was not that
of humble Knyer, but of arrogant presumption—not of

pious humility, bat of blasphemous pride.
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But he was God from everlesting, humbled into the
form of & servant, on 4 inessage of mercy, and hence the
propriety of such !angBage. To Jesus is sscribed every
h:;gest attribute of Deity, omuiscience, ounipresence,
creation, the pardoning of sin, the giving of life,

Of him it is written: ‘“That ail things ere open to Lis
eyes;” and, again, ““that he discerns the thoughts of the
heart.”  For his ommiprescence, he himself declarves,
% That where two or three are gathered together m Ais
Name there will he be amongst thew."” And when he
«ends forth his disciples it is with the encowsgement of
his being with them: “Lo, 1 am with you alweys, even
unto the end of the world,” It i3 written “That all
things were made by him, and without him was not
an;r‘ti.ing made that was made~in heaven or in earth;
visible or invisible, thrones or dominivns, principalities or
powers, Ail things were created &y Aim and for Aim.™
Again, it is written : * For as the Father raiseth up the
dead and quickencth them, ever so the Bon quickeneth
whom ke wild,” .

Now to suppose the being of whom all this is spoken
to be a creature, even though the highest archargel of
God, and to ascribe to him these attributes, presents this
difficulty—1 might fairly say involves this ebsurdity—
that it precludes our distinguishing, as, in fact, it removes
the distinction between the Creator and the creatuve.

1t iz but in grouping these attributes together that we
attain sore small perception of his power—in ascribi
to him figuratively properties with which we sre acquaint
that we can see it in its exercise, Thus; in thinking of
that word atwhose bidding a world stepped forth ; of that
sar which is open to the slightest sigh that heaves the
heart of sorrow: of that eye which scans the soul’s
inmost secrets ; of that pressuce which £licth all in all—
only thus ean we perceive somjewhat of those riches
of which the Apostle would remiind the Corinthians, when
he said “He who was rich.”

But these riches he, as it were, momentarily laid sside
when he took upon him our nature, He who thought it
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not yobbery fo be equet with Gud, emplied bimse!f of the
glory which he had, when he took upon himself the form
of a servant, and voluntarly descended into the lowest
numility.

1. Here wag the poverty : Leaving the throne of his
glory to take upon bhim the lixeness of sinful flesh, and
become obedient to an ignomizious desth; nay, more,
made sin (He who kiew no sin,) yea even & curse,  And
this the Apostle would that the Corinthians shouid beay
in mind when he says ; # He became pocr”’

“Twas not slone that poversy which attended his foot-
steps fromi the erndle to thegrave; which left him oft not
knowing where to lay hisheed | which marked the “ man
of sorvow” from the snanger at Bethlehem te the cros
on Calvary. Oh, no, wonderfisl us ali this was, yet was
it a thousand times nicre wonderful than all this, It was
the robbing himsclf of his glory ; the veiling of his God.
head ; the contact with sin, when he bore the iniguities
of us &ll; that confact which wrung the blood-sweat
from Lis body; the mysterious hiding of kis Father’s face
that forced from his agonising lips the apparently despair.
ing cry “ My Geod, my God, why hast thou forsaken me,™
This wes the poverty; and herein was an exhibition of
grace and love that passcth knowledge, having a breadth,
& length, o depth, & height immensurable. And all this,
saith the Apostle, for your sakes. :

III. Here was the object of his self-bumiliation: To
veconcile sinners to God; o envich those who without
him would have been etermally poor. TFor this end, he
who was the hizhest became the lowest : he who knew no
sin, was made s for us, that we might be made the righ-
teousness of God in Him, and thas partake of his glory,
As he eays in the intercessory prayer slready ailaded to:
* And the glory which thon gavest me I have given them,
ihat they may be oze, even as we wre ore; I in thom and
thou in me, that they mey be msde perfectin one; and
that the world may kuow that them bast sent mie, and
bhast loved tizem as thou hast loved me'—Jolin xvii, 22.23.

What a prospect is here held out to every child of
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Atant »  How ineonceivable for worms of the duski A
asion with Gad; & perfect identily in gloxy! How all
the viches of thes earth-—Dhow all the splendour of thrones
fade and pale before spch imnscendaut glory—end this
the partion, the auvs inheritasee, of every believer in
Chyist Josus.

wiild of ihe world. ambitious of naxe aml staiimn, can
she monmentary tinsel that gilds a movareh's beow vie with
dus 7 Colld of God, onght the Lrief voaserzs of a dsy,
e pensants of & passing howr, (v the lighe afitictions of
3 womest, exeluds ftum the eye of faith this high prize of
vour calting ¥ Aad birethrew, acd you ia partieniar, my
vovger hearers, beny in miud when the name of Jesus is
naige }, what he bas dove for vou. Remombor the shorsd
passage which [ have ‘aiten for n text, zad it »iil at once
e2eall o yon the Qiyulty wiizsh he had belove he came on
exilh, the dvep poverty and suffering which he nuderwent,
awd the object e had in view—{o euvich yos-—for your
sekes. Yes: For yeur weiss, # he wio was rich became
o " Le, wihio was the fountais of el hapginess, became
e subiect of ail mivery, This was the grace of the
Lord Jems Curist: Graee as boundioss as clomity, ae in-
Qaite g3 God biaself.  © Ye know” saith the Apostic.
Do we know 2 do 1 ¥ not merely in theory, not simply ia
profession # That is not the real qoestion ; bue is the love
of God shed abioad in my hesrt? Do I thus know him,
wally, practicnily, sruly #

Ou | if v could realize tho mportance ol this question—
chiz, hst tke time will soon siiive—sud how sooa-—when
v will be fele that thie was the only knowledge that really
Jdaverved tho name, ov was worth the acguisitisu, Aad
vor how litile is thiz Xeowa.

I speul uot of she myvinds of the hamau rece to whom
in the seratable ways of God, the viehes of his grase have
niyer y2t beea grociabtied--of the countiess mudtitudes
seatiored over earths surface whe still bow down to the
stockk or stone o are the nnhapyy subjeots of the
slahemedan, or some similar impostore.  No: [ speak
of those wha gre enllad and profes o he Chzisdans; sad
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vt who ground their hopes of sabiation. nol on Ui ments
AF Christ—pat as vivchased for thems by his dlood—-but,
5 uterited, at leant 1¢ some estens, by thenselves, by their
charity, or by their good works or b thair moral lives. And
heve let o say that § allnde Dot to those 2ione whe dony
the Daily of Chriet, and consequontly the notnys ns weli as
thoe value of kis stonsment ; but also to all who * go abous
to astablish their own rigiiteonsness, not submitting them-
scives ants the teonsiness of God~—uven the righteous-
uess which is of faith.”

Such pereons, whotaver other knowlodgs they possers,
ni1l however varied, sre, in my opiion, as ignomat of the
Gospel of Chaist as if they never lieard 22, But you, brothren
iave net se lesrned Christ,  You, § trast, believe and are
fraly persuaded that if you escape the * wrath to come ™
nud enter fnto the Kingdom of Gad, it will be throngh his
#2oning blood and his all-perfect vightoonsness, "

Hold by this precions tmth . and if you do know the
since of our Tord Jesus Christ, assuredly vou will not live
e yoursclves, bot 1o Him “ who died and vose sgain. that
whether we live or die we should be his"  You will en,
dezvour to walk in hie steps and 1o shew fa others, as far
s in yoa leth the love which he has shew= to you.

And naw, in ssking you o contribute to wipe off the
Habiities incarved for the enlarging of this Church I will
only sdd one word of caution and one of encourngement.
Yon might build houses ta the Lord of Hosts. —cast all
vour living inlo the Treasury of God—give all yonr goods
tao feed the ponv—and yot bo destitute of the principle of
Christion charity, of the riches that Sow from the grace
of Chuise.

The enconmgoment—* 1t every men do as he is dise
nosorl i nis heart, not snsdginghy or of peoessity, for God
ioveth o cheeful giver.” '




